Grant Scheme For Sustainable Tourism Projects 
	Priorities & Objectives 
	Aims at the achievement of Sustainable (Economic, Social and Environmental) Tourism Development

	Eligibility Criteria:
	· serviced tourist accommodation establishments

· self-catering establishments

· farmhouses

· catering establishments 

· schools for ‘English learning as a foreign language’

· private educational facilities targeting tourists

· diving operations 

· private museums  and other attractions

· travel operators (incoming)

· all private sector operators including creative industries applying for tourism projects

· associations regularly engaged in economic activity applying for tourism projects

	Qualifying Activities:
	1. Product Upgrade & Investment in Equipment 
2. Investment in Environmentally Friendly Measures

3. Investment in Information and Communication Technology

4. Investment in Entrepreneurship
5. Investment in Marketing

	Qualifying Expenditure
	Two different types of State Aid Regimes

1. Regional Aid Block Exemption

This Block Exemption is applicable to:

·  Hotels & Restaurants

· Activities of Travel Agencies, Tour Operators & Tourism Assistance Activities

· Recreational, Cultural & Sporting Activities

The regional aid block exemption has specific aid intensities:

· 30% for large enterprises

· 40% for medium enterprises

· 50% for small enterprises

2. DeMinimis Block Exemption
It is being utilised for English Language Schools & other enterprises which are not eligible under the Regional Aid Block Exemption. The co-financing threshold will be the same. 

Projects submitted under the DeMinimis Block Regulation must have not received in excess of €200000 in State Aid over 3 years.  

	Deadline:
	TBA 


